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al gratitude? I hope gentlemen will deliberately survey the awful isthmus on which we stand. They may bear down all opposition; they may even vote the General the public thanks; they may carry him triumphantly through this House. But if they do so, it will be a triumph of the principle of insubordination; a triumph of the military over the civil authority; a triumph over the powers of this House; a triumph over the Constitution of the land. And I pray most devoutly to heaven that it may not prove, in its ultimate effects and consequences, a triumph over the liberties of the people."
The leading speech against adopting the report of the committee was made by Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi. He spoke three hours, and concluded as follows:
"The gentleman's common law," he continued, "will not do for the freemen of the United States; it is unique and absurd. Sir, if the committee will pardon the digression, this novel idea of common law reminds me of an occurrence which is said to have happened in the early period of the settlement of the present polite and flourishing State of Kentucky. A man in personal combat deprived his antagonist of the sight of an eye by a practice familiar at that day called gouging. The offender was prosecuted and indicted for the outrage. He employed counsel to defend him, to whom he confessed the fact. 'Well, sir,' said the lawyer, 'what shall I say in your defense?' 'Why, sir,' said he, 'tell them it is the custom of the country!' And I presume if the honorable speaker had presided on the trial he would have said, 'Gentlemen of the jury, it is the common law of Kentucky, and you will find a verdict for the defendant.'
"But, sir, to be serious, let me bring the case home to the honorable speaker himself. Suppose a land of these barbarians, stimulated and excited by some British incendiary, should at the hour of midnight, when all nature is wrapt in darkness and repose, sound the infernal yell and enter thelegiance and becomes an outlaw and a pirate." the order of the 26th of December, 1817, and copies of the orders of General Gaines therein referred to; from a perusal of which you will perceive that the order to me has no reference to those prohibitory orders to General Gaines that you have referred to. "It will afford me pleasure to aid the Government in procuring any testimony that may be necessary to prove the several requi-riety as well as with the policy you have pointed out, of taking the heads of the departments from the four grand sections of the United States, where each section can afford a character of equal fitness; where that cannot be done, fitness and not locality ought to govern; the Executive being entitled to the best talents, when combined with other necessary qualifications, that the Union can afford.
